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CLOSEST TO THE PRESIDENT

s described by Fortune magazine today as potential-
vy ‘“‘the most infiuential single figure in forming
hational policy, next to Eisenhower himself.”

' Cutler, a Boston lawyer and banker and reserve

Brigadier General, reorganizéd the National Security
Council at Eisenhower’s direction. He now runs
he council for the President and is also chairman
bf the council’s Planning Board, which is the cen-
ral switchboard of security planning in the gov-
brnment. :

Eisenhower’s most significant contribution to the
pxecutive technique may turn out to be his use of
he N. 8. C. as the strategic planning body at the

bil formerly met only intermittently, but now has at

hower regularly in attendance.

The other seven: Sherman Adams, Dr. Gabriel‘
Flauge, James C. Hagerty, C. D. Jackson, MaJorf
General Wilton B. Persons (U. 8. A., retired), Ber-|
hard M. Shanley and Thomas E. Stephens. - !
Although practically everything that concerns the
President funnels through Adams the Assistant to
he President, all these eight White House staff.
members may see the President on their own. ‘
-Two of them Adams and Press Secretary Hager-
by, share with Secretary John Foster Dulles and
his brother Allen Dulles of Central Jutelligence the
p1i’virégel of wakmg t.he P1e51dent at night on-.a
atter 6f natlonal consequence. .
-None has yet exercised this privilege. The word]

kkeep until morning.

Press Secretary Hagerty also h_as:a unique priv-
llege, He alone may speak publicly for the President.
Adams serves as Eisenhower’s presidential ‘“‘chief
of staff,” although the term is not encouraged
pround the White House because of the President’s
Kistaste for military analogies.

Most cabinet members must go through Adams’
pifice to see the President. But rumors that Adams
is isolating the President, or quietly gathering power
into his own hands, are far from the truth. Adams is
no Richelieu. A simple rule guides him: to see
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kpex of the government. Founded in 1947, the coun- |

east one session a week, on Thursdays with Exsen—,

pf Stalin’s death was a “hairline case,”” but the |
President’s advisers decided that the news would|

that the President’s job is done in the way the

| President wants.

Ambng the eight key staff members, the man
with the closest personal relationship with Eisen-
hower is General “Jerry” Persons, who has
known the President since both were junior officers
in the 1930’s. Formerly the army’s negotiator with
Congress, he is now Eisenhower's chief Congres-
sional liaison. ‘

Persons, Hauge, Cutler, Shanley and Jackson all
attend the Friday cabinet sessions, where Dr. Hauge
monitors the agenda. Administrative Assistant Hauge
is the senior White House adviser on trade, com-
merce, and economic affairs. He also has the port-
folio for scientific liaison, and will be the link be-
tween the President and the new Council of Eco-
nomic Advisers.

Special Counsel Shanley is adviser on the legal
aspects of legislation; he formerly was counsel for
the New Jersey state Republican committee.

' Special Assistant Jackson is adviser on psycholog-

ical warfare, usually assists.in the preparation of
imporfant speeches, and‘is consulted by the Presi-
dent on foreigh-policy statements.

Appointments Secretary Stephens has the task
of trying to keep the President’s day as free as
possible for national business. Stephens spends the '
equivalent of one working day each week in ex-=
pressing regrets. l

Eisenhower has laid down a rule, that, except
for an occasional friend, he will see only people
who (a) have government business tq talk over:
'with him or (b) are connected with national organ-
{zations or affairs to which the White House ecan
properly impart the prestige of its endorsement.
Under this reasoning the Cotton Queen and the
Citrus Queen lost out while the heads of the-Red
Cross, the American Cancer Society, and the Na-;
tional Safety Council were welcomed. ;

Eisenhower insists that his staff block out prob-
lems for him in advance, To this end the staff
meets every morning—and not merely to farm out .
the chores. The White house staff, i3 a clearing- '
house for policy' maiters. These meetings are to
make sure that these policies are properly coordi-
nated. Their job is to compress the President’s
work into essentials—io sharpen everything up for '

discussion with him. j
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